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“Each group should be autonomous except in matters affecting other groups or A.A. as a whole.”  

 

AUTONOMY is a ten-dollar word. But in relation to us, it means very simply that every A.A. group can

manage its affairs exactly as it pleases, except when A.A. as a whole is threatened. Comes now the same

question raised in Tradition One. Isn’t such liberty foolishly dangerous? Over the years, every conceiv-

able deviation from our Twelve Steps and Traditions has been tried. That was sure to be, since we are so

largely a band of ego-driven individualists. Children of chaos, we have de�antly played with every brand

of �re, only to emerge unharmed and, we think, wiser. These very deviations created a vast process of

trial and error which, under the grace of God, has brought us to where we stand today.  

 

When A.A.’s Traditions were �rst published, in 1946, we had become sure that an A.A. group could stand

almost any amount of battering. We saw that the group, exactly like the individual, must eventually con-

form to whatever tested principles would guarantee survival. We had discovered that there was perfect

safety in the process of trial and error. So con�dent of this had we become that the original statement of

A.A. tradition carried this signi�cant sentence: “Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobri-

ety may call themselves an A.A. group provided that as a group they have no other af�liation.”  

 

This meant, of course, that we had been given the courage to declare each A.A. group an individual enti-

ty, strictly reliant on its own conscience as a guide to action. In charting this enormous expanse of free-

dom, we found it necessary to post only two storm signals: A group ought not do anything which would

greatly injure A.A. as a whole, nor ought it af�liate itself with anything or anybody else. There would be

real danger should we commence to call some groups “wet,” others “dry,” still others “Republican” or

“Communist,” and yet others “Catholic” or “Protestant.” The A.A. group would have to stick to its course

or be hopelessly lost. Sobriety had to be its sole objective. In all other respects there was perfect free-

dom of will and action. Every group had the right to be wrong. 

(Alcoholics Anonymous World Service Inc.. Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions (pp. 146-147). AA World Ser-

vices, Inc. Kindle Edition.) 
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APRIL 28  

TWO “MAGNIFICENT STANDARDS”   

All A.A. progress can be reckoned in terms of just two words: humility and responsibility. Our whole spiritual de-

velopment can be accurately measured by our degree of adherence to these magni�cent standards.  

 

AS BILL SEES IT, p. 271  To acknowledge and respect the views, accomplishments and prerogatives of

others and to accept being wrong shows me the way of humility. To practice the principles of A.A. in all

my affairs guides me to be responsible. Honoring these precepts gives credence to Tradition Four—and

to all other Traditions of the Fellowship. Alcoholics Anonymous has evolved a philosophy of life full of

valid motivations, rich in highly relevant principles and ethical values, a view of life which can be extend-

ed beyond the con�nes of the alcoholic population. To honor these precepts I need only to pray, and care

for my fellow man as if each one were my brother.  

(Alcoholics Anonymous World Service Inc.. Daily Re�ections: A Book of Re�ections by A.A. Members for A.A.

Members . A.A. World Services, Inc.. Kindle Edition.)
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