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Each group has but one primary purpose—to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers. 

 

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!” …better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the cen-

tral theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship re-

quires the preservation of this principle.   

 

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might �nd a cure for cancer, and upon

whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each physician in

such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he could devote

himself to his chosen �eld rather than work only with the group. But once these men had hit upon a cure,

once it became apparent that only by their united effort could this be accomplished, then all of them

would feel bound to devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the radiance of such a miraculous

discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatever personal cost.   

 

Just as �rmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demonstrated

that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to identify him-

self with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning, eloquence, or on

any special individual skills. The only thing that matters is that he is an alcoholic who has found a key to

sobriety. These legacies of suffering and of recovery are easily passed among alcoholics, one to the oth-

er. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is the one aim that today animates A.A.’s

all around the globe.   

 

There is another reason for this singleness of purpose. It is the great paradox of A.A. that we know we

can seldom keep the precious gift of sobriety unless we give it away. If a group of doctors possessed a

cancer cure, they might be conscience-stricken if they failed their mission through self-seeking. Yet such

a failure wouldn’t jeopardize their personal survival. For us, if we neglect those who are still sick, there is

unremitting danger to our own lives and sanity. Under these compulsions of self-preservation, duty, and

love, it is not strange that our Society has concluded that it has but one high mission—to carry the A.A.

message to those who don’t know there’s a way out.  

(Alcoholics Anonymous World Service Inc.. Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions (pp. 150-151). AA World Ser-

vices, Inc. Kindle Edition. ) 
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Other Readings: 

As Bill Sees It (p. 304) 

Single Purpose  There are those who predict that A.A. may well become a new spearhead for a spiritual

awakening throughout the world. When our friends say these things, they are both generous and sin-

cere. But we of A.A. must re�ect that such a tribute and such a prophecy could well prove to be a heady

drink for most of us—that is, if we really came to believe this to be the real purpose of A.A., and if we

commenced to behave accordingly.  

 

Our Society, therefore, will prudently cleave to its single purpose: the carrying of the message to the al-

coholic who still suffers. Let us resist the proud assumption that since God has enabled us to do well in

one area we are destined to be a channel of saving grace for everybody.  A.A. COMES OF AGE, P. 232 

(AA World Services Inc. As Bill Sees It . A.A. World Services, Inc.. Kindle Edition.)
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